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Relationships Between Adults and Children 

Key Points: Relationships Between Adults and Children 

• Adults engage in positive, reciprocal, and sustained social interactions  

• Adults are responsive to children’s interests and ideas 

• Adults are responsive to children’s emotional needs 

• Adults provide support to individual children during challenging social interactions 

• Adults use visual supports and additional classroom resources for supporting children’s emotional needs and 

development 

Best Practices 

All adults in the classroom show enjoyment when interacting with the children. Adults seek many opportunities 

during the day to engage in social interactions that are positive, reciprocal and sustained. Adults engage in back and 

forth conversations about things children are interested in. Adults are highly responsive to children’s interests as 

well as their emotional needs when they interact with children. 

Looking For… 

• Adults having positive interactions with children 

• Adults showing enjoyment and have a warm affect when interacting with children 

• Adults having conversations and talking about children’s families 

• Adults engaging in conversations about children’s interests 

• Materials (e.g., books, posters, social stories, visual cues, etc.) are present to support children’s social 

emotional development 

• Adults who purposefully plan activities that focus on and promote children’s social emotional development 

• Adult interactions with children that validate their emotions 

Guiding Questions for Coaching 

• What do the adults in the classroom do intentionally to develop positive relationships with children? 
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• How do you choose what materials or supports will be used to promote social emotional development? 

• What is an example of a sustained, reciprocal (back and forth) social interaction? 

• How do you respond to the individual social and emotional needs of your students? 

• How do you bring the various interests of the children into your teaching and conversations? 

Self-Check for Teachers 

✓ Do I respond to children in a positive, calm and supportive manner? 

✓ Do I spend time with individual children to develop a positive relationship with them? 

✓ Do I connect with families in order to learn about the individual interests of their child(ren)? 

✓ Am I able to remain calm and caring with children during challenging interactions? 

This document was adapted from: 

AoEInclusion (n.d.). Illinois LiveBinder ICP Resources by Item. (http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2261762) 

ICP content reference: 

Soukakou, E. P. (2016). The Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) Manual. Brookes Publishing. 

 

 

This publication was made possible by Grant Number 90TP005 from the Office of Child Care, Administration for 

Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the responsibility of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office of Child Care, Administration for 

Children and Families, or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2261762

