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Family Professional Partnership 

Key Points: Family Professional Partnership 

• Programs have some type of written policy to address inclusive services 

Programs have several different types of communications with families  

• Programs share individual child progress and assessments with families 

• Programs elicit family feedback about the program 

• Programs have policies in place for families to connect with other families 

Best Practices 

The program has a written policy on inclusion and specific procedures for family concerns, priorities and children’s 

progress. Several practices that encourage daily, bidirectional communication with families are included in those 

procedures. For example, each child/family has a daily communication book in which families and teachers can 

exchange daily messages, including private notes. Other supports are in place like daily emails, information posted 

at the end of the day highlighting all children and there is a system in place to ensure that all children and their 

interests are represented. There are supports in place for staff to attend intervention meetings and communication 

is openly shared with families who are part of these teams. Progress meetings are routine and the program has a 

systematic way to encourage family involvement and information is shared in a culturally relevant manner. The 

program has a systematic way of collecting information from families on their priorities, concerns and resources to 

assist with meeting children’s individual needs. Input from families is routinely gathered commenting on the quality 

of the program and the family's experience. 

Looking For… 

• Programs have procedures for communicating with families 

• Programs support and encourage bi-directional communication practices 

• Programs have systems in place for exchanging information about child’s progress 

• Programs have ways to identify family concerns and priorities 
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Guiding Questions for Coaching 

• Are there any additional things that should be in your program’s inclusion statement? 

• In what way do you communicate with families about their child and are there any additional ways you might 

want to communicate? 

• What assessments are you utilizing to record student progress and how do you share information from those 

tools with families? 

• What are some examples of ways families can connect with the classroom, program and other families? 

Self-Check for Teachers 

✓ Have I looked at our program’s Inclusion Statement? 

✓ Do I have a systematic approach on how I communicate with families about their child? 

✓ Do I have at least one bi-directional communication method? 

✓ Do I share positive comments and information with families (rather than only negative)? 

✓ Do my families feel they are supported and interacted with in a respectful manner? 

Also, check out the Checklist for Effective Family Partnership Practices from the Unpacking the Pyramid Model book 

pg. 25. 

This document was adapted from: 

AoEInclusion (n.d.). Illinois LiveBinder ICP Resources by Item. (http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2261762) 

ICP content reference: 

Soukakou, E. P. (2016). The Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) Manual. Brookes Publishing. 

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2261762


Wednesday, March 8, 2023 
Clinton County RESA Office of Innovative Projects 
  3 

 

 

This publication was made possible by Grant Number 90TP005 from the Office of Child Care, Administration for 

Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the responsibility of 

the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Office of Child Care, Administration for 
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